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GSC student wins national honor




One of Gainesville State College’s very own stu-
dents was recently selected to be part of the 2009 
All-USA Community College Academic Team.
Juan Llanes was nationally recognized in USA 
Today as one of the top twenty students nomi-
nated for the team, which is sponsored by USA 
Today, Phi Theta Kappa and the American Asso-
ciation of Community Colleges.   
Llanes was also named Georgia’s New Century 
Scholar as the top-scoring nominee in the state.
GSC president Martha Nesbitt accompanied 
Llanes to the AACC annual conference in Phoe-
nix earlier this month.
“To me it’s a real feather in our cap ... to have a 
nationally recognized student,” said Nesbitt. “And 
it’s reaffirming that we provide opportunities for 
all types of students.  It is a real tribute to him 
though, because if you know Juan’s story, then 
you know what obstacles he had to overcome.”
Llanes is humble about his achievements.
“I’m not a special person,” he said, “I just have 
a special story.”
Please see Llanes — page 2








Caitlin O’Dell, The Com-
pass Editor-in-Chief, says 
farewell to 
GSC in her 
final column 
for the paper: 
Page 12.
The Compass has prepared 
its NFL mock draft. Find 
out who the Falcons might 
take, what the players are 
saying, and what the team 
is doing to prepare for the 
season: Pages 13 and 14.
The SGA has decided to 
rename the study rooms 
in the student center, but 
they need your help! Find 
out how you can nomi-
nate names for the study 
rooms: Page 7.
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Now a permanent American resident, Llanes is 
originally from Cuba. Though the country is just 
90 miles south of Florida, Llanes’ journey would 
ultimately take him over nearly 12,000 miles of 
ocean and land. 
He said that coming to America is one thing. 
Getting out of Cuba is an entirely separate process, 
handled at leisure by the government, which is 
considered to be a single-party communist state.
When he was 12 or 13 his father got the chance 
to leave Cuba and go to Mexico.  In order for Llanes 
to accompany him, his mother had to sign a docu-
ment giving away her rights as his parent.  
Despite having his visa and all his paperwork to-
gether, Llanes’ departure was continuously delayed 
by the government.  But he was not deterred.  
He remembered saying to his family, “I’m going 
to leave here, now, later: it doesn’t matter what they 
say, because I will leave at some point.”
Like most young Cuban men, Llanes was re-
quired to serve in the military after high school. 
The place he served was near an airport.  In the 
mornings he would see a plane from Spain fly in. 
He pointed it out to his fellow soldiers.
“I used to tell them that that was the plane I was 
going to leave on,” he said.  “Surprising to me, after 
I left the military and got all my documents togeth-
er, that was the same plane I left on.”
Llanes finally left Cuba for Spain with his sisters 
in December 2005. After staying a few weeks with 
relatives, the trio flew to Mexico City.  There they 
got on a bus and headed to the Mexican-American 
border.  
Along the way the bus was stopped by officials. 
As immigrants from Cuba, Llanes and his sisters 
had to get off, show their documentation and dis-
play their possessions. Then they were able to get 
back on the bus with their items, minus their mon-
ey, which Llanes said was kept by the officials.  
Though he was tired from the week-long bus 
ride, Llanes can still recall his excitement when he 
crossed the border.
“I remember the first thing I saw was a gas sta-
tion.  I was like ‘Wow!  Look at the gas station!’”
Llanes, his sisters and their father, who met them 
in Texas, rode a Greyhound bus to Georgia.  Llanes 
said he fell in love with the pine trees and the cold, 
rainy weather that greeted him, which was so dif-
ferent from Cuba’s tropical climate.
Llanes wasted no time.  He visited schools like 
the University of Georgia, Georgia State College 
and the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology in 
hopes of attending col-
lege. Despite his high 
school grades in Cuba, 
none of these schools 
would accept him due 
to his poor English.  He 
finally tried a school that Georgia Tech pointed 
him to Gainesville State College.
One of the first people Llanes talked to at GSC 
was Guillermo Rodríguez from the Office of Mi-
nority Affairs. 
“I was impressed because he was very new to the 
country and he was already looking for an oppor-
tunity to enroll in college,” said Rodriguez.
To improve his English, Llanes enrolled in ESL 
classes.  His instructor, ESL coordinator Tonna 
Harris-Bosselmann, noted his enthusiasm.
“I noticed immediately that he was special,” she 
said.  “He really wanted to understand the gram-
mar, the structure, the way we use (English) with 
writing versus when we speak it .... (He was) very 
engaged with the subject.” 
Though Llanes’ calendar is now filled with ac-
tivities, he was initially reluctant to join many or-
ganizations on campus.  He associated clubs with 
something one was forced to belong to and fulfill 
the obligations as a member.  
“In Cuba the only club/organization was the 
Communist youth club,” he said.
As Llanes learned the difference, his involve-
ment increased. He is or has been vice president of 
Students for a Progressive Society, vice president 
of Students in Free Enterprise, vice president the 
Physics Club and historian for the Latino Students 
Association.  
As adviser to LSA, Rodríguez has followed 
Llanes’ college career. 
“He has the ability to adapt to any situation and 
take a leadership role,” said Rodriguez. 
Llanes enjoys bring-
ing people together.  
“I try to act as a 
link,” said Llanes. “I 
think my greatest ac-
complishment is be-
ing able to connect 
people.”
Llanes has been a leadership mentor, a SOAR 
leader, a math tutor, and an assistant to the Steps-
to-College summer program for high school stu-
dents, which is run by Harris-Bosselmann.
“He’s got the most incredible work ethic that 
I’ve seen – maybe ever – in a student,” said Harris-
Bosselmann.”I’m sure he’s going to be one of the 
most exceptional students that ever came out of 
Gainesville State College.”
Llanes is majoring in both computer engineer-
ing and business administration, the latter a result 
of his awe of the American capitalist system.
He is graduating this spring and transferring to 
the  school that sent him here: Georgia Tech.
“The feeling that I have opportunity drives me,” 
he said.
Along with a trophy and national recognition, as 
a top twenty nominee of the All-USA Community 
College Academic Team Llanes received $2500. He 
received an additional $2000 from the Coca-Cola 
Foundation as a New Century Scholar.
Tuition going up?
The state Board of Re-
gents voted on April 
14 to end the tuition 
guarantee for incoming 
freshmen this fall and to 
continue mandatory ex-
tra fees for all schools.
So how much will your 
tuition be?









For Llanes, a long journey to America
From page 1
‘I think my greatest  
accomplishment is being able 
to connect people.’
— Juan Llanes
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Textbook costs are on the rise, and if you receive 
the HOPE Scholarship, you might already know 
that the $150 book allowance doesn’t quite cover 
the bill. But it could. Buying and selling your text-
books online can save you hundreds of dollars each 
semester.
If you’ve ever paid full price for a textbook at 
the bookstore, you know it’s not fun spending that 
much on a book you might use once or twice dur-
ing the semester. And if you don’t intend to major 
in that subject area, you’ve just paid a high price for 
a somewhat useless book.
As the trend is becoming popular to buy text-
books online, some students are still not aware 
of the money they could save just by using a Web 
site.
“I buy all my [textbooks] at the GSC bookstore,” 
said student Nick Tatum.
He also sells his books back to the GSC book-
store during the buy-back period at the end of the 
semester.
Tatum said he prefers using the bookstore be-
cause it’s quick and convenient.
But using online Web sites such as Half.com, 
A1Books.com and Cheap-Textbooks.com is how 
one GSC student saves $600-$800 each semester.
“I buy and sell all my books online,” said GSC 
student Tori Carpenter.
The money that Carpenter 
saved by using these Web sites 
has allowed her to put her excess 
financial aid money to good use 
with the “purchase of a new lap-
top computer,” she said.
“It makes it a lot easier, too, 
when some Web sites offer e-
books that can be downloaded 
right to your computer,” she said.
Buying and selling books on-
line is a very simple process.
Half.com, Amazon.com and A1Books.com each 
have a marketplace in which students can buy and 
sell textbooks to each other, 
often at deep discounts not 
found at college bookstores.
Buying and selling at these 
sites is safe and secure because 
the transaction is conducted 
through the actual Web site 
and not between the buyer and 
seller directly.
Other Web sites, such as 
eBay, craigslist and even Fa-
cebook offer a similar marketplace for buying and 
selling textbooks.
One Web site, though, has an innovative ap-
proach to the textbook market.
Chegg offers students “savings of 65-85 percent” 
when renting books from their site.
Renters can choose either a semester, quarter or 
summer term that fits their school schedule.
The Web site also gives students the option to 
buy, sell and donate textbooks.
And this Web site has a commitment to the en-
vironment by “planting a tree for every book you 
rent, buy, sell or donate,” according to its “Rent, Re-
use, Renew” philosophy.
Michael Bagwell, The Compass
Chegg.com, Amazon.com and Half.com are just a few of the many Web sites offering alternative means for buying 
and selling textbooks.
Students and faculty work to promote change 
By Emily Stocking 
Advertising Representative 
924176142@gsc.edu
In the past two semesters, issues related to toler-
ance, civil discourseand discrimination have been 
increasing on the Gainesville State College cam-
pus. 
Alicia Caudill, associate vice president for stu-
dent development and dean of students, is working 
to spread awareness and build an academic com-
munity.
“These were places where I thought we might 
start to set the foundation for more conversations, 
more ideas and more programs to happen,” said 
Caudill.
The Center for Teaching, Learning and Lead-
ership will be offering a series of panels for the 
remainder of  this spring and the next academic 
years. Groups of under-represented students will 
be asked to serve on these panels to tell their sto-
ries.  Groups may include African-American, La-
tino, International, non-traditional, disabled and 
other types of students. 
“We need to know people’s stories, how people 
are like us and how people are different than us,” 
said Caudill.
The first panel was held on Monday, March 30 at 
noon and included Latino and Hispanic students.  
Representatives from the faculty senate are cur-
rently working on a statement about civil discourse 
and understanding in the classroom to be included 
in all syllabi.  It will  set the tone for an engaging 
classroom environment that allows for understand-
ing of other people and perspectives.
The faculty is also offering “brown bag” lunches 
to share ideas about how to lead productive class 
discussions about race, tolerance and understand-
ing. 
Caudill will also be gathering a panel led by stu-
dents to create a “Community Values” statement. 
Gathering a panel is a very broad process that be-
gan this semester and will continue through  the 
fall 2009 semester. “In order for any change to be 
successful, we have to educate people and it has to 
be broad,” said Caudill. 
Caudill’s main concern is to provide a safe and 
educational environment in which students can 
thrive both in and out of the classroom.  
According to an e-mail response, Caudill asks 
for, “patience and your ideas and suggestions.”
“If you continue to witness things on campus 
that need to be addressed,” she said, “please contact 
me or another faculty or staff member.”GSC Presi-
dent, Martha Nesbit, also issued a statement on the 
campus-wide notice board.
“It is more important than ever that all members 
of the community practice not only tolerance, but 
also respect for everyone,” said Nesbit.  “I implore 
that we find a balance between freedom of expres-












Gainesville State College student 
Katie Taylor was elected Student 
Government Association President 
in 2008 and filled her term over the 
2008-2009 year. Recently, SGA held 
elections and with that we look back 
at Taylor’s term and all the work she 
did as SGA President.
Compass: How will you initiate 
the new president?
Taylor: There’s something called 
the Student Advisory Council. Ev-
ery SGA President in the University 
System of Georgia is in this Student 
Advisory Council and we have a 
meeting April 17-18. This meeting is 
a transition meeting where the next 
SGA presidents are formally transi-
tioned into power.
Compass: How have you improved 
SGA?
Taylor: When I was elected SGA 
President I didn’t have to run against 
anybody. I loved my SGA President 
but honestly our organization was 
not run well. I saw the need and saw 
the potential of what could happen 
and completely transformed student 
government. I haven’t met all of my 
goals, but what I have done is I have 
developed relationships that can be 
sustained for the future. 
Compass: What has been your big-
gest success as SGA President?
Taylor: Developing positive re-





I’ve built a 
good reputa-
tion for SGA. 
Our SGA 
m e m b e r s 
are trained 
properly. Our 
ass o c i at i on 
isn’t feared by the administration of 
this school. And I’ve also organized 
things.
Compass: What was your biggest 
failure as SGA President?
Taylor: Spending so much time 
building up the organization that 
didn’t really exist before, I didn’t re-
ally get to the students as much as I 
wanted to. Right now we don’t really 
represent the students like we should. 
My biggest failure personally was get-
ting the organization going and on its 
feet, but not reaching out to the stu-
dents like I could have. But, the future 
successor, hopefully I have left them 













to sustain them and develop them. 
They will have these good relation-
ships, they will just have to put them 
to use. 
Compass: What did you 
learn about yourself that you 
didn’t know before?
Taylor: You’ve got to find 
balance. Balance is abso-
lutely necessary. I often put 
work before myself or fam-
ily and friends. I go to class 
to relax to get away from my 
work. I had to learn to deal 
with people who are totally 
different personality types in 
order to achieve our goals. I 
really learned about the peo-
ple I worked with and how 
to deal with their different 
styles. For a while I didn’t 
delegate anything and it 
killed me at the beginning of 
the year. It’s been a challenge 
to learn how to use people 
and their skills.
Compass: What will you 
miss the most about your 
job?
Taylor: I’m going to miss 
the friendships and relation-
ships that I have developed.
Compass: What will you 
not miss the most about 
your job?
Taylor: It’s a lot of hard 
work. I get 40-50 emails per 
day, so that may be some of 
the stress. But really, I love 
my job. It’s really the best job 
on campus. I get to talk to 
people and be a liaison be-
tween students and adminis-
tration. But I won’t miss some of the 
stressful meetings. 
Compass: What is next for you?
Taylor: I’m planning to transfer for 
the completion of my bachelors and 
a master’s degree. I’m planning on 
transferring to Georgia State Univer-
sity, Florida State University, Univer-
sity of North Carolina Chapel Hill or 
University of Arizona. I’m planning 
on majoring in marketing and mass 
communication. I do have a dream 
job right now. I do corporate training 
for Publix for newly hired employees 
from 21 stores. That’s not my end goal 
though because it’s too easy. I want to 
be a CEO some day.
Compass: What’s next for us 
(GSC)?
Taylor: Hang in there. We are the 
second largest growing institution 
in the University System of Georgia. 
The faculty and administration are 
doing the best they can (to solve our 
problems).
Compass: What piece of advice 
will you offer to the new president 
coming in?
Taylor: Keep the passion, remem-
ber what you’re doing and why you’re 
doing it, find a balance, take care of 
yourself and continue building rela-
tionships. 
Compass: A final word to the stu-
dent body?
Taylor: Gainesville State truly is a 
special place to be. We are very lucky 
to be students at an institution that 
prides itself at being 100 percent sup-
portive of academics, professional 
and social development. Take what 
you learn here and apply it, because 
so often people forget how lucky we 
have it here. I hear the stories of stu-
dents who were here and transfer to 
the University of Georgia and they 
are lost. GSC is, in itself, a commu-
nity. Take advantage of the resources 
here.
Compass: Final thought?
Taylor: SGA has come a long way. 
But I have personally come a long 
way. It’s been a learning experience. 
I look to improve myself every day. I 
do a self-evaluation at the end of ev-
ery day. What did I do and what could 
I have done better? I’ve learned from 
my experiences and I’ve changed my 
ways because of that.
Thank you Katie for your year of 
service to GSC. Your hard work is 
evident and hopefully what you have 
done will leave a lasting impression 
on this college. Good luck with your 
future plans.
Thank you, Katie Taylor, for a great year
Paul Holley, The Compass
‘Take what you learn 
here at GSC because 
so often people forget 
how lucky we have it 
here.’
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By Emily Stocking 
Advertising Representative 
924176142@gsc.edu
Compass: What do you teach here at Gainesville 
State College?
Nicklas: I teach all sorts of things. I teach a fos-
sil prep class at my house on weekends, which is a 
lot of fun because we always have like a pot-luck 
meal and everybody brings food, they come an 
hour early so we can eat. And then intro to anthro-
pology and intro to archaeology and that’s it this 
semester.
Compass: How long have you been teaching 
here?
Nicklas: This is my first year full-time, but my 
sixth year here I think.
Compass: What brought you to GSC?
Nicklas: The fact that it was a two-year school, 
that it was designed to provide access for students 
to the university system. I like working with stu-
dents that might not know what they want to do 
or maybe don’t have the motivation to get through 
another school. You get immediate gratification, 
because you get students who immediately fall by 
the wayside or immediately excel. 
Compass: What made you decide to go into the 
field of archaeology?
Nicklas: My parents took me around the world 
when I was four and standing in the Coliseum I 
told my father that I was going to be an archaeolo-
gist one day.
Compass: What do you like most about teach-
ing?
Nicklas: Personal relationships with the stu-
dents; it’s like one giant, extended family.
Compass: What do you like least about teach-
ing?
Nicklas: Failing people.
Compass: Where are you from?
Nicklas: I grew up in the mountains of central 
Pennsylvania.
Compass: Where did you go to school?
Nicklas: My Ph.D. is from University of London 
Institute of Archaeology. Master’s is from Drew 
University and undergraduate is from Lycoming 
College in central Pennsylvania.
Compass: What was the first job you ever had?
Nicklas: The very first job I ever had, I went out 
in a boat and caught crabs in Ocean City Maryland 
and sold them door-to-door.
Compass: Do you have any kids?
Nicklas: James and Brandy. James is 11 and 
Brandy is 5 ½. 
 
Compass: Tell me about your pets.
Nicklas: Two Burmese Pythons, one albino 
nine-footer and a normal phase which is about 
six feet. And then we’ve got two Savannah Moni-
tor Lizards, the largest of which is about three and 
half feet and then we’ve got a Nile Monitor and a 
Black Throat Monitor and what else? A bull snake, 
a Blue-tongued Skink and an Armadillo Lizard.
Compass: Do you have a favorite food?
Nicklas: Yes of course. What is the question? I 
like ethnic foods and I like stuff from central Asia. 
I like lamb kabobs, I like lamb stew and I like sushi, 
not that that’s from central Asia. Middle Eastern 
cooking I like a lot, too.
Compass: Is there anything else you would like 
to share with the students at GSC?
Nicklas: I think that I was a mediocre high 
school student and I think that the reason I’m 
teaching at Gainesville now is because I was able, 
complements of my parents taking me around the 
world, to decide early what I wanted to do. And 
if you can experience enough things to have some 
sense of what you want to do with your life, not 
that you can’t change it later, but it will help you 
overcome a lot of difficulties. The sooner you know 
what you want to do and are able to plan to get 
there, the easier it is to do it. And if I had one bit of 
advice, that would be it, try to focus on what you 
want to do.
Teacher Feature: Steve Nicklas
Emily Stocking, The Compass
Steven Nicklas is an assistant professor of anthropology at GSC.




The blogosphere has changed drastically with 
the invention of micoblogging. While time con-
straints and lack of material might keep you 
from typing an entire entry for your blog, micro 
blogging now makes the update process sim-
pler. 
The service that has revolutionized microb-
logging is Twitter. It is an online social network 
that lets you update your micro blog with a 
140-character (maximum) update. It’s basically 
blogging in a text message.  Users also follow 
fellow Twitterers and enjoy the ultimate way to 
keep tabs on your friends and their activities.
If you imagine your Facebook status update and 
the updates of your friends, that is what Twitter 
specializes in. Users respond to the simple ques-
tion, “What are you doing?” Since you wouldn’t 
send an email to all your friends telling them that 
you are currently studying in the library, and they 
might not have texted you to ask what you were 
doing, you can simply post on your Twitter, “In 
the library studying.”  All your followers will then 
know where you are and what you’re doing.
But Twitter is more than that. It is more than just 
random people posting random tidbits of informa-
tion about their day. It has become a way to release 
the most current news, weather, and business in-
formation for many corporations. 
While I was searching for companies who use 
Twitter regularly I found several interesting results. 
ESPN has a Twitter and they send out multiple up-
dates called Tweets per day. Starbucks, Netflix, The 
Weather Channel and Apple computers all have 
their own Twitter feeds as well.
The Atlanta Journal Constitution, Athens Ban-
ner Herald, New York Times, CNN and Fox News 
all use Twitter to release breaking news headlines 
and they attach links to the stories on their web-
sites. Some state governments even use Twitter 
to update their followers on legislation and news 
around the capitol. The Twitter profile georgiagov 
has 191 followers.
Not all Twitter activity is serious business 
though. Inside jokes, quotes, and random facts are 
common to appear in my Tweets.
I’ve even been able to keep track of some of my 
favorite photographers and bloggers through Twit-
ter as they post Tweets about new projects they are 
working on.
Twitterers are able to update and receive Tweets 
with their mobile devices if so desired. In fact, 
Twitter seems most often to not be used from the 
website. Applications for devices like the iphone or 
desktop widgets for your laptop allow Twitterers to 
Tweet from wherever they are with more ease. 
You too can follow my Tweets. Create your own 
free account at twitter.com and find paulholley and 
start following me.
I’m not sure that I have completely figured out 
Twitter yet but I’ll keep Tweeting away for the 
world to see.




Anabil Hernandez is in her sophomore year at 
Gainesville State College and is majoring in Educa-
tion. She’s found a niche volunteering at the World 
Language Academy at Chestnut Mountain.
“With my Goizueta scholarship, I was required 
to commit 30 hours to community service,” said 
Gonzalez.  “I thought this school was really neat, 
and I still come volunteer even though my 30 hours 
have already been completed.”
Since fall semester, GSC students have been vol-
unteering at the World Language Academy, serv-
ing as readers, tutors, and mentors to the students 
there.
GSC Foreign Language Coordinator Eric Skip-
per got the program going, and said that  it’s de-
signed to help the children attending WLA have 
positive role models.
The World Language Academy is a public charter 
elementary school within the Hall County school 
system.  According to their Web site, the institu-
tion offers instruction for approximately 450 bilin-
gual students in pre-k through the fifth grade.  
Although the school specifically caters to Eng-
lish, Spanish and Mandarin-speaking children, the 
GSC volunteer program focuses on children who 
speak English and Spanish.
“Our students primarily 
serve as tutors, mentors and 
readers,” Eric Skipper, for-
eign languages coordinator 
at GSC, said in an e-mail. 
“Volunteers must be na-
tive or heritage speakers of 
Spanish.”
Right now, Skipper said, 
the GSC volunteers are pri-
marily foreign language or 
ESL majors, or Goizueta 
Scholars, but the program is 
open to anyone who is a na-
tive Spanish speaker.. 
Jose Carillo-Garcia, GSC 
student and language lab tu-
tor, has been with the pro-
gram from the beginning, 
working with a first grade 
class.
“I realy enjoy helping 
kids that are learning how 
to spek and read English,” 
Carilll-Garcia said, “be-
cause it reminds me of how 
hard it was to me to learn English as a kid.”
Hernandez helps Spanish and English-speaking 
students in a WLA kindergarten class from noon 
to 3 p.m. every Tuesday and Thursday.
“I really like to help when 
the kids study math. It’s great 
experience for the field of 
work I want to go into,” said 
Hernandez. 
Right now, three GSC 
students are volunteering at 
the World Language Acad-
emy.  Maria Vera is the third 
volunteer. Next year the 
Goizueta scholarship com-
mittee is considering re-
quiring their six recipients 
to use this particular school 
in conjunction with their 
community hours.
“It’s a wonderful program, 
the kids are really nice, and 
I enjoy helping out!” said 
Hernandez.
Carillo-Garcia fits volun-
teering into a busy sched-
ule that includes not only 
language lab tutoring but 
also coaching wrestling and 
keeping up with his school-
work. He find the work rewarding in many ways.
“I didn’t start learning English until I started 
school. I didn’t have the kind of help I am offering 
these students,” he said.
Students find niche at World Language Academy 
Special, Eric Skipper
Jose Carillo-Garcia







Women should actively encourage girls to be in 
jobs they want to be in, not just what’s expected of 
them, a debater told the audience on Wednesday, 
Mar. 25 at the Great Gender Debate.
“Although we as women think we have come a 
long way, we haven’t,” said debater Destiny Moore, 
who along with five other female debaters dis-
cussed women and the majors they choose.
“We choose our career that we want, that we 
know will empower us,” said Brittany Perry, argu-
ing for the opposition.
The debate began with an introduction by GSC 
professors Michallene McDaniel and Allison Ains-
worth, who decided on the topic of debate.
“Women make up more than 60 percent of GSC’s 
campus enrollment,” said Ainsworth.
Whitney Teal, GSC student and Sigma Chi Eta 
member, was the moderator.
The six debaters were GSC students Destiny 
Moore, Brittany Perry, Tracy Bouapheng, Lillian 
Otieno, Katie Taylor and Stephanie Martin. They 
were all given six minutes to debate whether they 
agreed or disagreed with the resolve.
Do women choose careers that keep them below 
men, said Ainsworth.
Moore gave statistics on women who hold posi-
tions in the science, medical and education fields. 
She said that women should actively encourage 
girls to be in jobs they want to be in, not just what’s 
expected of them.
“I am here majoring in biology,” said Moore. 
“And I will make it to medical school.”
Perry made the audience aware of eBay founder, 
Meg Whitman.
“Women don’t need to be known by names, but 
by accomplishments,” said Perry.
 Perry went on to point out that everyone has 
work opportunities.  She said there is no ultimate 
reason women choose stereotypical careers and it 
isn’t because a woman thinks little of herself.
“The ideals that stuck to our grandmothers and 
mothers do not stick to us anymore,” said Perry.
“Winning the right to vote has only brought us 
so far,” said Bouapheng.
She pointed out that women make $0.77 to ev-
ery dollar men make. She said that even television 
shows depict women in inferior positions.
“The world is changing, yet the old remains en-




plaining that sex 
is something you 
can see and gen-
der is what you 
can’t see.  But 
she went on to 
list the statistical 
benefits of being 
a woman.
“We outnum-
ber you guys, 




are true for both 
sides. She said 
choose the ca-
reer that is for 
you, not for your 
gender.




The impulse to categorize isn’t something that is 
a negative said Otieno
“Women don’t choose a career because it is ‘rea-
sonable’,” said Martin.
The duties for women have changed, said Mar-
tin. Parents have changed parenting styles and are 
telling their kids, regardless of gender, to go to col-
lege.
“We choose careers that fit us as women, as hu-
man beings,” said Martin.
 “I challenge all women in the audience today: 
Choose a path you desire, no matter what the ob-
stacles,” said Martin.
Do women choose careers based on gender stereotypes?
Special, Tom Preston
GSC students, Stephanie Martin, Katie Taylor, Brittany Perry, Lillian Otieno, Tracy 
Buoapheng and Destiny Moore prepare to debate about gender and career choices.
SGA has a solution for finding 




The study rooms in the student center 
will have new names by the end of the se-
mester.
The Student Government Association 
was asked to rename the study rooms in 
the student center. The rooms are currently 
named one, two, three and four.
If you have been asked to meet in one of 
the study rooms, you can see why it may be 
easy to get lost. Since both the meeting and 
study rooms are distinguished by numbers, 
a solution has been created by SGA.“It can 
be a little confusing,” said Katie Taylor, SGA 
president.
SGA decided to go to the most active 
members of the student body for help, club 
leaders.
“We asked [club leaders] to send in ideas 
for theme names,” said Taylor.
Some themes that SGA and other student 
organizations have come up with are lakes 
in Georgia, important leaders at GSC and 
Georgia poets.
SGA didn’t get a lot of feedback and de-
cided to go Facebook for some more input. 
There is a discussion board set up were stu-
dents can post their thoughts on the new 
names.
“[SGA] is just reaching out a little more,” 
said Taylor.
If this process doesn’t completely work 
Taylor said she will get a clipboard and ask 
students what they think.
“We have to get students involved,” said 
Taylor
When all of the ideas are corralled by 
SGA, a survey will be conducted to get the 
input of the entire student body as to what 
the names should be. The administration 
will order signs in time for fall semester.
Emily Hogan, The Compass
Study Room #1/2/3/4 just sounds too bland, and they are hard 
to find. SGA asked students to help rename them, and next 
semester finding them will be a lot easier.




Nicole Ryder, director of out-
reach and development at No One 
Alone, told Gainesville State College 
students it’s important to speak out 
about violent relationships.
“Any act where one partner tries to 
control the other partner can lead to 
domestic violence,” said Ryder. “Do-
mestic violence and dating violence 
is the same thing. The only difference 
is the kind of relationship.” 
“Abusers abuse because they can, 
not because of what anyone else has 
done,” said Ryder.
According to the Dating Violence 
Resource Center, “Dating violence 
is controlling, abusive and aggres-
sive behavior in a romantic relation-
ship. It occurs in both heterosexual 
and homosexual re-
lationships and can 
include verbal, 
emotional, physi-
cal, or sexual abuse, 
or a combination of 
these.”
Ryder focused on 
how young adults 
can prevent being in 
violent relationships by looking out 
for warning sings and seeking help 
for a safety plan.
“It is most important to realize 
when you are young that any kind of 
violence is unacceptable,” said Ryder. 
“Adolescence, high school students 
and college students have the most 
negative effects than at any other 
time.”
Ryder explained the cycle in abu-
sive relationships starts small and is 
rarely recognized at first. 
“Often times at the beginning of a 
violent relationship it is easy to for-
give when the abuser gives you flow-
ers, takes you to dinner and explains 
that they will never do it again,” said 
Ryder. “One needs to realize that it 
does not get better and will only get 
worse in time.”
Ryder illustrated letters from 
women stating they did not know 
they were in an abusive relationship 
and it took them getting hurt badly 
until they did something about it.
“Violence starts small and you may 
or may not recognize it” said Ryder. 
“When you do, you don’t know how 
it got there because you have adjusted 
and got used to it as it progresses.” 
“Georgia ranked number 14 in 
the nation for women being killed 
by men,” Ryder explained. “In 2008, 
111 Georgians lost their lives from 
domestic violence.”
“Sorry if I focus more on women, 
but  it’s because 85 percent of victims 
in domestic violent cases are wom-
en,” said Ryder.
“Women who constantly feel ac-
cused of crazy things, humiliated 
more than usual, are criticized or 
put down, blamed for everything 
that goes wrong, need to speak out 
for help and support,” said Ryder. 
“Women need to realize that they are 
not alone and can get through this.”
Why doesn’t she just leave, is a 
common question, Ryder said. 
“It is tough psychologically be-
cause before the violence started 
there was obviously something you 
fell in love with and it is hard to leave 
those memories behind,” Ryder said.
 “The average woman leaves seven 
times before leaving for good,” Ryder 
said.




loss of friends, self-
hurting and a de-
cline in future earn-
ing patterns,” said 
Ryder. 
“Animals get 
abused in violent re-
lationships too,” said Ryder. “If some-
one can hurt an animal they are most 
likely able to hurt a person.”
No One Alone, NOA, is a Dahl-
onega and Lumpkin County based 
shelter for any abused victims. Help 
is offered by phone 24 hours, seven 
days a week. A live person is always 
by the phone who can talk and sug-
gest the help needed.
NOA has 12 beds that are occupied 
80 percent of the time. If the shelter 
is full, a hotel room may be offered. 
No matter what they will find anoth-
er place or shelter for the victim. You 
may stay at the shelter for 90 days 
and can still receive help after.
“Counseling is available to help 
empower and restore self-esteem,” 
Ryder explained. “You cannot con-
trol the client like the abuser did, so 
the counselors focus on empowering 
them.”
NOA’s goal is to “offer a safe shelter, 
educate the community, and to teach 
that all violence is unacceptable.”
Georgia’s domestic violence 
hotline is 1-800-33HAVEN. You can 
call anywhere in the state and the 
number will automatically link you 
to help in your location.
“If you do not need this infor-
mation today, you or someone you 
know may in the future,” said Ryder. 
“Think safe, ask for help and do not 
ever blame yourself.”
Speak out against 
domestic violence
Judge Deal visits GSC
Joe Patrick, The Compass
Judge Jason Deal shakes hands with the Politically Incorrect Club’s faculty advisor 
Dr. Douglas Young. Judge Deal spoke to GSC students about the judicial system and 
the Hall County court system. He also talked about his time as District Attorney, 
and the types of crimes he sees most often in Hall County.
Paul Holley, The Compass
Kramer Sprint Cup Simulators was on campus on April 6. With them they 
brought the Reed Sorenson, #41 Sprint Car simulator. The car was located 
outside of the Student Activities building where students could experience the 
most advanced NASCAR simulator. Kramer calls their machine the only “Car 
of Tomorrow” simulator in the world, and they travel around the country giving 
people the NASCAR  experience.
Kramer Sprint Cup 
simulators visit GSC
Campus Life
Women need to realize 








With the completion and opening of the new Student Center at Gainesville State College, Gourmet 
Services, the new food service company at GSC, has exclusive rights to serve food and beverages for 
functions on campus.
A recently released written policy outlines procedures for feeding the masses on campus. 
Gourmet Services is the only place allowed to provide pizza for on-campus activities. 
“The only exception would be if Gourmet Services was unable to provide this service to do a 
breakdown of equipment, another commitment that would prevent them from supplying what was 
needed at a specific time or a shortage of produce (no pizzas),” read the Guidelines Related to use of 
Food Services. For any service 
to be provided, an official Food 
Service Request form must be 
“prepared and signed by Gour-
met Services and the College em-
ployee responsible for the event 
for which service is required.”
Upon request, Gourmet Ser-
vices can and will prepare “spe-
cial” or “ethnic” foods for campus 
groups. Depending on the size 
of the group to be fed, Gourmet 
Services may call in a specialized 
outside chef to prepare the food, 
or may make arrangements to 
purchase the food from an off-
campus source.
Like other businesses and res-
taurants, Gourmet Services is 
required to earn and maintain 
a Retail Business License and a 
Public Health Permit.
Phi Theta Kappa Honor Society induction
Ben White, The Compass
The Phi Theta Kappa induction ceremony was held on Thursday, March 26. Phi Theta Kappa is a prestigious 
International honor societ recognizing academic excellence at two-year colleges. Our GSC award winning PTK 
club is the Rho Mu Chapter which was first chartered in 1968.
Paul Holley, The Compass
The cafe in the new Student Center is run by Gourmet Services
Summer Events at GSC
Applied Music Student Recital
May 1st  at  3 p.m.
Spring 2009 Graduation Ceremony
May 7th at 7 p.m.
F.A.C.E. Movie and Picnic
May 14th at 4 p.m.
Mail Merging Tips
May 20th  at noon
Starlight Concert and Fireworks Show
June 12th at 6 p.m.
Other important dates
May Session Classes Begin
May 13th
May Session Classes End
June 2nd
May Session Final Exams
June 3rd




June Session Classes End
July 1st
June Session Final Exams
Full Session Midpoint
July 2nd




July Session Classes End
Full Session Classes End
July 29th
July and Full Session Final Exams
July 30th - 31st







Gourmet Services retains rights  
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It isn’t hard to tell that GSC is growing. Anyone getting here at 
9 a.m. on a Monday can tell by the lack of parking and the mass 
exodus to the various buildings.
In fact, just a couple of years ago GSC went from Gainesville 
College to adding a State in between those two words and offer-
ing four-year degrees. We also got a fancy new website.
With the above examples, it isn’t hard to see that change is ev-
erywhere. And the degree of change ranges from simple to com-
plex, but does GSC need more?
Amon Kirk, GSC student, believes we do.
He began the all-student organization 1001 for Change, which 
came about after various instances seen and heard on campus 
such as racial slurs towards President Obama.
“We need to do something,” said Kirk.
1001 isn’t a club, but an organization founded by students for 
students. It is not a rebellious group, but a place where students 
can have a voice.
“This is our battle. Students need to fight it,” said Kirk. “Stu-
dents should care about their neighbor.”
I believe the efforts being made to make students aware of 
various things happening on campus are a step in the right direc-
tion. 
What about the faculty?
They work here, mold minds. I think that in some instances 
they are students’ biggest ally.
The faculty senate subcommittee proposed a slight change to 
GSC’s Academic Exchange statement. They also recognized the 
need to bring back the Disruptive Behavior Policy, posting it im-
mediately after the Academic Exchange Statement.
“The committee sees the Academic Exchange Statement and 
the Disruptive Behavior Policy as things that work in tandem. 
The former item is educational and tone setting; the latter item is 
a set discipline policy and tool for faculty to use,” said the com-
mittee in an email.
They go on to say that “all faculty should feel responsibility 
and have some capacity for maintaining civility in our classroom 
environments.”
The committee hopes that both the “Academic Exchange State-
ment and Disruptive Behavior Policy will help faculty communi-
cate expectations to students.”
There needs to be an understanding among students and fac-
ulty that differences occur. That is the joy of being at a school full 
of so many different people. Without those differences, it would 
be a boring place to go to every day; it almost wouldn’t be worth 
it.
Everyone always says change is inevitable. It is going to hap-
pen; there is no stopping it. And in the case of social awareness 
on GSC’s campus, the steps that are being made are in the right 
direction.
However, it is important to remember that in order to move 
forward GSC faculty, staff and students need to work together. It 
is necessary that everyone on campus feels empowered to speak 
up when something isn’t right. Listen to each other and respond 
in a manner that isn’t offensive or hurtful.
The stepping stones have been placed and now it is up to ev-
eryone to continue to act on these efforts to make GSC an even 
better place.
GSC is changing in many ways




The pinnacle of modern educational 
techniques has seemingly culminated into 
one very specific and narrow field: Stan-
dardized testing. 
It has become the lifeblood of to-
day’s state-of-the-art educational system. 
Schools administer standardized tests, 
which are graded in a predetermined way, 
most typically by a computer, and cover a 
generalized series of topics that are feder-
ally mandated in the No Child Left Behind 
Act: math and English language skills.
As a presidential candidate, Barack 
Obama said when outlining his education 
plan, “Don’t tell us that the only way to 
teach a child is to spend most of the year 
preparing him to fill in a few bubbles on a 
standardized test.”
Standardized testing determines wheth-
er you go from one grade to the next, 
whether you graduate from high school, 
whether you get into college. Most of these 
are formatted to be graded by a computer, 
and focus on rote memorization skills, 
rather than creativity and real-life prob-
lem solving skills.
While nearly all modern standardized 
tests are simple fill-in-the-bubble Scan-
tron sheets, they often provide a written 
section or essay, to balance out the facts 
and formulas memorized with a display 
of creativity or understanding of writing 
skills. 
Unfortunately, they are often graded 
by low-paid and poorly trained unprofes-
sionals with typically bad attitudes who 
usually spend about 2.5 minutes per essay 
and frequently don’t even bother to finish 
reading the entire thing if its longer than 
about one half of a page long. 
As is the case in the compass exams 
right here at Gainesville State College, says 
Anita Turlington, head of the English de-
partment, who oversees the grading of the 
written portion of the Compass exam.
What about national exams, such as 
the Advanced Placement exam, which is 
graded by para-professionals with lim-
ited training, and low pay? At what point 
does individual bias start to play a role in 
grading? How much does the attitude of 
the person grading the exam influence the 
overall score? How well does the safety net 
really work to stop the personal feelings 
of the examiners from determining the 
grade, rather than the skills shown by the 
student?
In Surviving Without the SAT, Ann B. 
McDermott, the director of admissions 
at the College of the Holy Cross, writes, 
“Now, I’m still not convinced that being 
able to correctly fill in little circles with a 
No. 2 pencil demonstrates that you’re an 
excellent writer. While the new writing 
portion of the SAT attempted to resolve 
that issue, it’s a flawed system that doesn’t 
give an accurate account of a student’s 
writing ability: Students are given only 25 
minutes to complete the assignment, and 
the content of the essays doesn’t need to 
be substantiated or factual for a student to 
score highly.” 
A problem that still chronically plagues 
standardized tests is ambiguous ques-
tions that can lead to a wrong answer even 
though 
Story continues on page 12
“Standardized testing de-termines whether you go 
from one grade to the next, 
whether you graduate from 
high school, whether you get 
into college.”
Opinions




Hollister Clothing Company sends consum-
ers the image of being a beach city. The city of 
Hollister is a real city, and it is really in Califor-
nia. But where is it in California?
“It’s on the coast because it has a beachy, 
surfer style,” said one consumer.
“I always thought it was the beach,” said an-
other.
“They have a live feed from California in 
stores on the TV,” another consumer reported. 
The scenes portrayed are of the beach and in-
clude bikini-clad women with guys surfing in 
only swim trunks.
However, the closest beach to Hollister, Calif. 
is Moss Landing. According to Google Maps, 
it would take about 45 minutes (28.8 miles) 
by car to get there. And the climate in Moss 
Landing? Well, I wouldn’t wear a bikini in 66-
degree weather (that was the high temperature 
on March 31).
Most dots on the map of Calif. are around a 
town called Santa Barbara. But even this town 
isn’t the perfect place Hollister Clothing Com-
pany claims to be.
To put it into perspective: Savannah is the closest 
nice beach to Oakwood, Ga. It is 292 miles away. 
Hollister is 259 miles from Santa Barbara. But even 
Santa Barbara isn’t the best place in California.
“As locals know and most visitors figure out fast 
- the Pacific Ocean is really, really cold,” wrote John 
Dickson for SantaBarbara.com, an internet site for 
visitors. Almost every morning during May and 
June, a very thick and dark fog sits over the coast 
of Santa Barbara. Locals call this phenomenon May 
Gray and June Gloom.
That’s a perfect place to spend the day tanning on 
the beach!
The town where I was born, Santa Cruz, Calif., is 
about 45 miles from Hollister, but it is on the beach 
(we walked five minutes from home to get there). 
However, the surfers there would never surf in just 
shorts. They use wet suits. 
I remember always bundling up in my winter coat 
to go down to the beach. I was never allowed to go 
swimming because it was so cold.
Consumers, watch out for big companies who 
want to take advantage of you. Don’t settle for a com-
pany simply telling you it’s on the beach when it isn’t. 
Do your research. 
What is Hollister, Calif. really famous for? The San 
Andreas fault line, which cracks Hollister’s sidewalks 
and bridges. Aside from that natural disaster, Hol-
lister is mostly farm land.
“That’s unfair,” said a consumer who learned where 
Hollister really is. “That’s not right.”
“If you’re selling beach stuff, you should be clos-





As the end of the school year draws 
near, many students will be graduat-
ing from this school and moving on to 
other endeavors. 
But leaving may have come to be 
more of a challenge to students than 
they thought, but only because the 
process is confusing. 
In order to graduate from Gaines-
ville State College, you must apply for 
graduation. The process is semi-drawn 
out and can be confusing without clear 
instruction.
First you have to meet with an advi-
sor (either your own or someone in the 
Academic Advising office) and the two 
of you must properly fill out a Program 
Planning Sheet. 
Your advisor must then sign the 
program planning sheet and you must 
take it to the Registrar’s Office. 
The Registrar will then process your 
planning sheet and mail you the actual 
application for graduation. There is 
also a due date that you must turn in 
the application so watch out for that.
Now that you’ve completed it, take 
your application back to the Registrar.
Then there is a $25 fee that must be 
paid by all applicants. It is to cover the 
cap and gown for the ceremony. But 
wait, you don’t want to attend the cer-
emony? You want the Registrar to mail 
you your diploma? OK. You still have 
to pay the $25 fee because that makes 
total sense.
Beware though, if you want to pay 
with a credit/debit card, you have to go 
all the way across campus again to the 
Business Affairs office to pay the $25 
fee. Then trek back to the Registrar to 
complete your application.
And don’t forget, you have to do all 
of this the semester before you plan to 
graduate. This is yet another mysteri-
ous deadline in the land of applying for 
graduation.  
The whole process needs to be re-
fined to eliminate some of the steps. 
Clarification is needed in a major way, 
too. Some students have never heard 
about the rule to apply the semester 
before you plan to graduate and have 
missed out because of it. 
And in the area concerning paying 
the fee no matter if you walk the cere-
mony or not needs to be re-evaluated. 
I understand you have to pay for 
the ceremony somehow, but charge 
the students $25 who use the cap and 
gown. Then charge a smaller fee for 
those of us who will not attend the cer-
emony. We should not have to pay a fee 
for something we will not use. 
Why pay for 
ceremony?
Be an informed consumer
Above: Caitlin O’Dell, The Compass
The star represents where Hollister, Calif. actually is. The dots 
represent peoples’ guesses.
Below: Photo from special, DLackey.org/weblog2006/10/
This is “The Real Hollister, California,” according to Lackey’s Class 
Links. 
Have you been wanting to write for The Compass? 
It’s not too late to join our team! Register for the JOUR 
2000 class next semester and see your name on the byline.
Opinions




It’s difficult to know where to start this last opin-
ion column I’ll write for The Compass. I have en-
joyed being a student at Gainesville State College 
these last years, and I know I’ll miss it when I’m off 
in Athens or Milledgeville buried under mounds 
of homework.
GSC has been wonderful for me. When I started 
as a senior in high school, I thought I could handle 
taking three honors classes along with math and 
chemistry (with a lab). I was wrong. Thank God I 
was at GSC and could easily take care of my mis-
judgment!
Since then, though, I have been able to learn 
what I can and can’t handle, and GSC has been the 
best place imaginable to do that. 
GSC has allowed me to keep the best job I’ve 
ever had (besides being editor of the newspaper) 
at Gainesville School of Gymnastics. I’ve also been 
able to stay at home, which my parents (and my 
bank account) love.
I will miss so much about GSC. The Debate, 
Forensics and Interpretation Team (formerly the 
Debate Club) has been a major turning point in 
my life at GSC. I’ve met a lot of great people both 
at GSC and at off-campus competitions with DFI. 
It has also helped me with presenting myself and 
things I believe in to others. I will miss that.
I will miss all the professors I’ve had, the 
small class sizes, the support of my faculty 
advisors and the diversity of GSC. 
I will miss The Compass. I guess we staff 
members take for granted the relaxed at-
mosphere of being a monthly newspaper. 
Anywhere else I go, the newspapers will be 
at least weekly if not daily. That means a lot 
more work, headaches and sleepless nights. 
So I thank The Compass for being a good 
place to get my footing in the print journal-
ism world.
I will miss this area. We’re just small 
enough to maintain a small-town feel, but 
big enough for diversity and always an un-
familiar face. And it’s a short drive to bigger 
cities like Atlanta or Athens. I’ll miss driving 
to school by the Wrigley’s factory, being able 
to smell what kind of gum was being made 
that day. 
I’ll miss the free food I get at home. Walk-
ing to class through wet, muddy grass be-
cause there is grass and not pavement.
There are so many other things I’m sure I 
will miss that I don’t realize I have yet, and I 
thank you, GSC, for those in advance.
Congratulations to all the graduates of 
2009. I wish you the best of luck in whatever 
you end up doing, and I hope I’ll get to see 
you and be flooded with memories of GSC 
someday.
Thank you, Gainesville State College
Paul Holley, The Compass
the student is potentially able to 
solve the problem being asked. Many 
questions can be interpreted in differ-
ent ways, leading to wrong answers. 
For instance, several older versions 
of the Stanford-Benet intelligence 
test had a questions in the children’s 
section that was worded something 
similar to “if your mother tells you to 
go to the store to buy milk, and they 
are out, what do you do?”. Two points 
were awarded if the answer was “go 
to another store,” although a major-
ity of small-town children received 
no points for the response of “go back 
home,” and what the question failed 
to realize is that in many smaller 
townships, there is only one store, 
and this penalized and marked the 
intelligence quotient of the child 
lower than it should rightfully be. 
The SAT is mainly written in 
Princeton, N.J., and often features 
terms that would be familiar to 
someone living on the coast, but 
not necessarily to someone who 
lives farther inland. These sort of 
unintentional culturally biased 
questions continue to plague stan-
dardized testing, even with the on-
set of modern quality controls.
Nowadays, there is stricter con-
trol over test questions. They are 
put though several validity tests and 
try to be as non-culture-biased as 
possible. 
The constant barrage of tests can 
and do provide helpful data to in-
structors as to which areas a child is 
struggling in, and which areas they 
are excelling in, and help to deter-
mine the correct method of teach-
ing. But more often than not, they are 
used as a false standard of progress, 
hindering actual intellectual develop-
ment by providing consistently good 
scores, which is generally more of a 
reflection of the lowered testing stan-
dards, rather than a true, marked in-
crease in knowledge. 
The temptation to simply lower 
testing standards, rather than focus-
ing on students’ learning new mate-
rial is exceptionally great, especially 
with new federal standards that have 
been put into place by the No Child 
Left Behind Act. 
While NCLB has honorable inten-
tionssks – to raise accountability in 
schools by measuring student profi-
ciency with a barrage of standardized 
tests, and punishing those who fail to 
meet the mandated score increases by 
cutting funding, and eventually clos-
ing the school – all it has really suc-
ceeded in doing is to simply lower the 
testing standards in several school 
districts across the nation. Thus al-
lowing for the mandated increase in 
scores, and continued federal fund-
ing, or to simply teach to the test, 
where teachers only teach material 
that is going to be tested over and 
over again. 
This is where the testing deter-
mines the curriculum, rather than 
the tests being a reflection of what is 
being learned in the schools. 
Standardized testing is detrimental
Story continued from page 10
Paul Holley, The Compass
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The Compass is going in-
depth for the upcoming NFL 
draft by providing our very 
own mock draft. We will dis-
cuss the first three picks, as 
well as what the teams will do 
with their picks. Also watch 
for the best players in the 
draft, and how this could be 
the most unpredictable NFL 
draft in years.
Detroit is on the clock and 
looks poised to take Georgia’s 
former quarterback Matthew 
Stafford. Matthew Stafford 
is the best quarterback in 
the draft, but that is not say-
ing much because this year’s 
draft is weak in quarterbacks. 
The highly talented Michael 
Crabtree leads the group of 
wide receivers in this draft. 
The overall best player in this 
year’s draft is Aaron Curry, a 
linebacker from Wake For-
rest. This year’s draft seems 
to have some of the best of-
fensive tackles in recent 
years. Jason Smith of Baylor 
is the favorite to be the first 
of the tackles selected in the 
draft since Andre Smith of 
Alabama has weight issues. 
The linebackers and defen-
sive ends are always a popu-
lar choice in the draft, and 
without many great running 
backs or amazing offensive 
forces to take, expect a lot of 
them to go early. 
 The Detroit Lions have 
their plates full with the 
promise of either taking a 
quarterback or  an offensive 
lineman with the first overall 
pick. Matthew Stafford seems 
to be the best fit for this team 
and the fact that they have 
two first-round picks could 
lead them to take an offen-
sive lineman later in the first 
round or early in the second 
round. 
The St. Louis Rams seem 
to be the team that already 
knows what they want- an of-
fensive tackle. Last year they 
missed out on taking Jake 
Long and this year they look 
poised to grab Jason Smith. 
The only other choice for 
them here could be Michael 
Crabtree since they just re-
leased Torri Holt. 
The Kansas City Chiefs 
made news this off-
season by trading for 
former Patriots QB 
Matt Cassel. This now 
leaves a very difficult 
choice for them, as 
they could either take 
Aaron Curry for de-
fensive needs, or they 
could give Matt Cas-




cons is the team to 
watch in this year’s 
draft due to the fact 
that they have made 
no major free agent 
moves and last year 
had a tremendous 
draft class that helped 
them reach the play-
offs. The Falcons 
could either go for 
OLB Brian Cushing 
to replace the depart-
ed Keith Brooking, 
or they could go for 
another weapon for 
Matt Ryan in a pos-
sible choice includ-
ing either the wide 
receiver from North 
Carolina Hakeem 
Nicks, or Maryland 
receiver Darrius 
Heyward-Bey. Don’t count 
out the possibility of Okla-
homa State’s tight end Bran-
don Pettigrew. He is possibly 
the best tight end in the draft. 
However, the Falcons may 
settle on drafting defense, es-
pecially considering they did 
not make any major moves 
to keep some of the defensive 
players from their roster last 
year. Keep an eye on Asher 
Allen. After a great Pro Day, 
he seems like the best fit right 
now. 
Among many questions 
this year, one of the biggest 
debates is deciding on which 
running back will be selected 
first. The edge has got to go to 
Chris “Beanie” Wells because 
of former UGA RB Know-
shon Moreno’s disappointing 
40-yard dash time. Moreno 
is very similar to RB Brian 
Westbrook of the Eagles and 
is an escape artist of break-
ing tackles and going for big 
rushes. Wells is a more physi-
cal back that also has tremen-
dous speed. The Chargers 
look like the team that will 
take the running back early 
in the draft. 
The draft promises to have 
one thing happen- many of-
fensive tackles and defensive 
players going very early. On 
offense, the best quarterbacks 
are Matthew Stafford, Mark 
Sanchez, and Josh Freeman. 
The best running backs are 
Knowshon Moreno, Chris 
Wells, and Donald Brown. 
The best receivers are Michael 
Crabtree, Jeremy Maclin, and 
Percy Harvin. And finally the 
best offensive linemen in the 
draft are Jason Smith, Eugene 
Monroe, and Andre Smith. 
The Compass’ Mock Draft
Detroit Lions Mathew Stafford (QB -Georgia ) 
St. Louis Rams – Jason Smith (OT -Baylor)
Kansas City Chiefs – Aaron Curry (LB –Wake Forrest)
Seattle Seahawks – Brian Orakpo (LB –Texas)
Cleveland Browns –  Michael Crabtree (WR –Texas Tech)
Cincinnati Bengals – Eugene Monroe (OT –Virginia)
Oakland Raiders – Jeremy Maclin (WR –Missouri)
Jacksonville Jaguars – BJ Raji (DT Boston College)
Green Bay Packers – Aaron Maybin (DE Penn State)
San Francisco 49ers – Mark Sanchez (QB USC)
Buffalo Bills – Everette Brown (DE/LB Florida State)
Denver Broncos – Tyson Jackson (DE LSU)
Washington Redskins – Andre Smith (OT Alabama)
New Orleans Saints – Malcom Jenkins (CB Ohio State)
Houston Texans – Hakeem Nicks (WR North Carolina)
San Diego Chargers – Chris Wells (RB Ohio State)
New York Jets – Vontae Davis (CB Illinois)
Denver Broncos – Michael Oher (OT Ole Miss)
Tampa Bay Buccaneers – Rey Maualuga (LB USC)
Detroit Lions – Peria Jerry (DT Ole Miss)
Philadelphia Eagles – Knowshon Moreno (RB Georgia)
Minnesota Vikings – Percy Harvin (WR Florida)
New England Patriots – Brian Cushing (LB USC)
Atlanta Falcons – Larry English (DE/OLB Northern Illinois)
Miami Dolphins – Clay Mathews (LB USC)
Baltimore Ravens – James Laurinaitis (LB Ohio State)
Indianapolis Colts – Darius Butler (CB Connecticut) 
Philadelphia Eagles – Michael Johnson (DE Georgia Tech)
New York Giants – Brandon Pettigrew (TE Oklahoma State)
Tennessee Titans – Jarron Gilbert (DE/DT San Jose State)
Arizona Cardinals – Robert Ayers (DE Tennessee)
Pittsburg Steelers – Eben Britten (OT Arizona)
NFL Draft is approaching, Lions are on the clock




As the regular season ends, most 
NBA teams are going to miss the 
playoffs. The Atlanta Hawks, how-
ever, are lucky enough to be right in 
the middle of the postseason.
Currently ranked fourth in the 
Eastern Conference, the Hawks 
could likely face Dwayne Wade and 
the Miami Heat in the first round of 
the playoffs. Wade will bring a tough 
challenge to the Hawks’ defense as 
he is one of the leading scorers in 
the NBA, and is one of the top three 
candidates for the “Most Valuable 
Player” award this year.
On the other side of the court, 
the Hawks’ offense has been a big 
part of their success this season. 
Joe Johnson is the team’s leading 
scorer, averaging 21.7 points per 
game. Last year’s defensive rookie 
of the year, Al Horford, has been 
the team’s leading rebounder and 
has the ability to get under the bas-
ket and score in the paint. Besides 
his highlight dunks, Josh Smith also 
can block, steal and find the open 
man if he’s double-teamed.
Matching up against the Heat 
will be a difficult task, but if Atlanta 
can practice more on their half-
court press, they could win the four 
games needed to move on to the 
next round. While Wade is almost 
impossible to guard, some other 
players, like Jamario Moon, Jer-
maine O’Neill, Michael Beasley and 
Mario Chalmers, can score from 
Please see Hawks — page 14




What seemed to be an optimistic 
spring semester of active GSC intra-
mural sports has been bogged down 
with canceled games due to a lack of 
players being deterred by weather 
conditions.
Compared to the pristine condi-
tions of the previous spring in 2008, 
this semester’s spring intramural 
events have so far been progressing 
forwards with several obstacles.
As of April 7, more than 50 per-
cent of the combined soccer and 
ultimate Frisbee games that were 
planned have been canceled due to 
poor weather conditions.
36 students signed up for ultimate 
Frisbee and the league is currently 
made up of three teams. On the oth-
er hand soccer has 67 students reg-
istered with five teams. Even though 
soccer has the numbers to play, the 
weather keeps canceling games.
“Soccer was the most disappoint-
ing because it’s the most popular,” In-
tramurals Co-Director Collier Cato 
said. “I think we’ve only been able 
to get out there on two occasions. 
It’s just bad weather – that shouldn’t 
deter soccer players though, they’re 
pretty hardcore.”
Softball was the third sport 
planned this semester and was ex-
pecting a large turnout this year 
compared to the amount of people 
who participated last year, but due to 
low numbers of students who regis-
Please see Intramurals — page 14
Sports




The Watchmen graphic novel transitioned from 
paper to the big screen this year in a hurricane of 
anticipation from fans and moviegoers alike. 
“Watchmen” is the insightful story of a similar 
America in the shadow of nuclear destruction.  
Within the broad theme of human-caused Ar-
mageddon the reader learns to know intimately 
key characters both caustic and godlike. 
The strong story line and detailed characters 
are the driving factors in Watchmen’s success as a 
graphic novel.  The Watchmen comic commands 
such intensely devout fans that certainly one of the 
most difficult measures the film faced was remain-
ing true to the novel.
Zack Snyder, celebrated director of the success-
ful movie “300,” shouldered the challenge of creat-
ing a movie that would not only appease the rabid 
fan base but also appeal to the average American. 
The film was successful on many counts
Using his artistic license the director tweaked and 
tuned attributes of the storyline in minor ways.  To 
remain dedicated to the novel, the changes always 
supported the lifeline of the original novel and nat-
urally each alteration subsequently enhanced the 
experience.  
The largest and most noticeable transformation 
from novel to film was the climax, which differed 
from the book. However this modification truly 
unites and successfully melds the core ideas the 
novel supported in a modernized and more believ-
able way. 
Another aspect of note was the beautiful transi-
tions coupled with the perfect soundtrack includ-
ing Bob Dylan and Jimi Hendrix. 
The film succeeded not only as a novel remade 
but also has an exemplary message that through 
film has been able to touch a much broader audi-
ence. Both are subjective works that stand on their 
own. I urge you to first read the graphic novel and 
then enjoy the movie.




Thousands of excited fans waited patiently at 
Phillips Arena on March 14 to see music legends 
Elton John and Billy Joel. 
As the concert began, the lights dimmed, the 
audience went wild, and two pianos rose from be-
neath the stage. The dynamic duo began by playing 
the piano together while alternating the singing 
throughout their songs. 
After five or six songs Joel left the stage and let 
John play solo. He performed some of his most fa-
mous songs including Rocketman, Tiny Dancer, 
and Benny and the Jets. He was dressed in a long 
black coat elaborately decorated in gold trim, with a 
red shirt underneath and matching red sunglasses. 
He entertained the audience with his distinguished 
piano skills and of course his remarkable voice.  
Next to take the stage was Joel. He entertained 
the crowd from the moment he stepped on stage, 
flipping the microphone stand and playing not only 
the piano but also the guitar. He played some of his 
most famous songs including Movin’ Out, River of 
Dreams, and We Didn’t Start the Fire. 
The two artists ended the three-hour concert by 
playing together for a few final songs. Just when the 
audience thought the concert had ended, the two 
musicians came back for one more song together, 
Piano Man, arguably Billy Joel’s most famous and 
most well-liked song of all. 
Sing us a song, you’re the piano men




The Atlanta Falcons’ 2009 season is officially un-
derway, Coach Mike Smith announced at a March 
31 press conference. 
Smith said that the Falcons are looking forward 
to adding more players to their team through the 
upcoming NFL draft, and some more through free 
agency. Smith said the turnout for offseason work-
outs has been tremendous, and the team looks fo-
cused and ready. 
Following Smith at the podium was running 
back Michael Turner. Turner said that he was look-
ing forward to the upcoming season. However, the 
Falcons are not going to surprise people this year.
“Now that we have all been here for a year, teams 
have footage of what this offense is capable of do-
ing,” Turner said. “However, we know what we are 
capable of doing and we are ready to go.”
Turner also said he was excited to add more 
players to the team. 
After enjoying an off-
season of spending time 
with family, relaxing on the 
beach and playing tons of 
golf, quarterback Matt Ryan 
is ready to play football.
“Throughout the whole 
offseason I enjoyed my 
time, but I really just want-
ed to get back here and start 
working again,” Ryan said. 
“After you lose in the play-
offs, that makes you hungry 
for more.” 
Ryan said he was very 
pleased with the season the 
Falcons had last year. But he 
believes a tougher schedule 
will be coming the Falcons’ way in 2009.
“It seems when you go 11-5 the NFL seems to 
reward you with a harder schedule,” said Ryan. He 
believes his team is up for the challenge, focused 
and ready to go. 
“Smitty’s message was sim-
ple,” Ryan said of the coach’s 
first address to the team this 
year. “Stay humble and hun-
gry, and that is exactly how 
we are taking this offseason.” 
When asked about advice he 
would give ex-UGA quarter-
back Matthew Stafford about 
the NFL, Ryan said, “I would 
tell him to work hard and 
shut your mouth sometimes. 
Sometimes being quiet as 
a rookie is the best thing to 
do.”
The Falcons will be playing 
for their first back-to-back 
winning seasons in franchise history when they 
take the field next season. Right now their main 
focus is the upcoming NFL draft and meeting the 
needs of their team. 
SPECIAL, atlantafalcons.com
Falcons QB Matt Ryan talks to reporters during 
a recent press conference
Hawks soar into playoffs Intramurals slowed by weather
Sports
anywhere on the court.
If Atlanta gets past Miami, they will probably face the Cleveland Cavaliers 
and another possible MVP, LeBron James. James is one of the most well-
rounded players in the league with 28.5 points, 7.6 rebounds and 7.3 assists 
per game. He is also a tough defender and will outplay Josh Smith through-
out the potential semifinal series.
If the Hawks are unable to get past the Heat in the quarterfinals, they can 
still say that this year has been a success. This season marks the first time they 
have been in the top four in the Eastern Conference since 1998.
From page 13 From page 13
tered, the league was canceled.
“It just didn’t make for softball. We try to make a group of teams and we try 
to make it a minimum so we can play a round robin style between four teams, 
it’s sort of what we strive for,” Cato said. 
Indoor volleyball has been progressing at a smoother pace, just because 
they have a roof over their heads to ward off the rain and chilly temperature.
“Mainly what has been happening to us the past few weeks has been the 
weather. It’s all about having some fun and that’s what our intramural pro-
gram is about,” Cato said.




If you’re like me, you probably haven’t thought 
about what you’re going to do this weekend. Wait, 
what is this weekend? Is it the weekend?
And with summer seemingly creeping in at a 
snail’s pace, you definitely haven’t planned out what 
you’re going to do then.
But, don’t worry. This year I’m doing all the 
work so that you can plan the best time in the least 
amount of time.
What follows is a sample platter of pure, unadul-
terated fun. Feel free to dig in.
Concerts:
Forget Roget. In White’s Thesaurus, summer and 
concert are synonymous. And this summer has a 
particularly impressive mix of mainstream and un-
derground acts.
The month of May alone boasts shows by Nine 
Inch Nails, Ben Harper, Diplo and Death Cab for 
Cutie. And that’s just the first week.
No matter what genre you’re tuned into, you can 
find a concert that’s right for you this summer. 
Do you like music whose side effects include 
melted-face and loss of hearing for at least the next 
24 hours? Ask your doctor about Mastodon (and 
support your local music scene).
Still stuck in the ‘80s? First, may God have mer-
cy on your soul. Second, New Kids on the Block are 
touring again.
And last, but not least, the Doobie Brothers are 
rolling through Atlanta in June.
For more information on these concerts and 
the countless ones I didn’t mention check out ei-
ther www.pollstar.com or www.atlantamusicguide.
com.
Movies:
This summer you won’t be at a loss for good 
movies either. Usually there are only one or two 
movies really worth seeing over the summer with 
the others serving as a great way to waste $10. This 
summer should change all of that, though, with a 
remake, an adaptation and some originals. 
“A-Team” — I’m pretty sure that the “A” stands 
for “awesome” (sorry, guilty pleasure). Coming in 
June.
“Bruno” —  Another controversially entertain-
ing character from Sacha Baron Cohen’s arsenal. 
After losing his fashion show on TV, Bruno vows 
to become “the biggest Austrian celebrity since 
Hitler.” Oh, really? Coming July 10.
“Public Enemies” —  The story of the legendary 
bank robber, John Dillinger. It has great director 
with an all-star cast. This will probably be one of 
the better releases of 2009.
“Inglourious Bastards” —  Just another WWII/
Nazi-killing war movie, right? Right, but this one’s 
written and directed by Tarantino. Even better, it’s 
narrated by Samuel L. Jackson. Coming Aug. 21.
Out & About:
If you like your fun to be educational as well as, 
well, fun, you’re in luck. “Bodies: The Exhibition” 
is at Atlantic Station until May 31 while Fernbank 
Museum has “Dinosaurs: Ancient Fossils, New 
Discoveries” running all the way through Aug. 16. 
Dinosaurs? Yes, please.
If you like dinosaurs but want more of an adult 
atmosphere, head to Fernbank Museum any 
Friday night now through November for Mar-
tinis and IMAX. With “cool cocktails, stunning 
films, live music and creative cuisine” all set 
“the world’s largest dinosaurs,” this would be 
the perfect place for a first date (hint, hint).
One of the standout events happening in 
Atlanta this summer is “Dialog in the Dark,” 
where “visually impaired guides lead visitors on 
a journey through a series of darkened galleries 
created to replicate everyday experiences.” This 
should truly be an eye-opening experience. For 
info: www.dialogtickets.com.
Just out trying to kill an afternoon with some 
friends? Check out “Bang On” in Atlanta’s Little 
Five Points and create your own T-shirt. No, 
these aren’t those airbrush T-shirts everyone 
seems so keen on getting while at spring break. 
If you’re looking for something more than a 
stick figure with a name, this is your place. The 
design possibilities are endless.
Augusta Museum of History is hosting an 
exhibition entitled, “The Godfather of Soul, 
Mr. James Brown.” The exhibit includes concert 
programs, family photos and stage costumes 
of James Brown. So go pay your respect and 
maybe learn something about the funkiest man 
from Georgia. Tickets are less than $5.
For more info on any of these events, visit 
www.accessatlanta.com.




With the stress of being in college, having a job, 
living on your own and worrying about getting 
your bills paid, night classes can offer some stress 
relief to your life.
Night classes are offered at Gainesville State Col-
lege in a variety of subjects and times.
Night student Drew Schulte, who is majoring 
in Art, took his basic college algebra and English 
1101 classes from 6 p.m. until 9 p.m. 
“I had all day to study, sleep, or pick up shifts at 
work,” said Schulte.
Because the parking restrictions are lifted after 
6 p.m., it is convenient to find a good spot in the 
faculty lot.
“I feel like the classes aren’t as crowded, and I 
can have more one-on-one time with my teachers,” 
said Schulte. “I can even stay later if I need extra 
help.”
GSC even has its own Nightly Newsletter that 
informs night students on where they can get free 
coffee (in the student center and Dunlap Mathis, 
beginning at 5 p.m.) or free pizza (dates listed), as 
well as upcoming events.
“The classes aren’t easier, and it’s kind of a pain 
to drive back if you had a class earlier, but I prefer 
to take my classes at night,” said Schulte. 
For more information on the Nightly Newslet-
ter, visit our website.
Night life at GSC can be a stress relief
Photo from Special
Don’t miss TV on the Radio, coming to Atlanta on June 13 at the Tabernacle.
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The graduating student exhibition in the Roy C. Moore Art Gallery encompasses many different styles and media. 
By Emily Stocking 
Advertising Representative 
924176142@gsc.edu
The last exhibit of the semester at the Roy C. 
Moore gallery features works of Gainesville State 
College’s graduating class of art students. 
“The main reasons for the show are to honor 
the students’ hard work and to allow parents and 
friends to acknowledge the students’ abilities and 
achievements” said John Amoss, Assistant Profes-
sor of Art and Director of the Roy C. Moore Gal-
lery of Art.
Students’ also learn through the experience of 
putting on the exhibit, not only how to create the 
work but also how to present it in a setting simi-
lar to what they will encounter in later studies and 
hopefully the rest of their career, said Amoss.
“He [John Amoss] has really taught us so much 
stuff dealing with careers, and practical art need-
to-know,” said Jamie Raper a GSC student and artist 
featured in the exhibit. 
Students submit three to five pieces for consid-
eration. Although the faculty does choose what 
pieces will be in the show, the students do the in-
stillation themselves.
Shawanna Wright is one of the graduating art 
students being featured in the exhibit. After gradu-
ation she will be transferring to North Georgia to 
pursue a degree in secondary art education. 
“It is really interesting to see the thought process 
behind putting a show together,” said Wright.
Thirteen artists are featured in this graduating 
student exhibition. Both two-dimensional and 
three-dimensional works are displayed. The wide 
variety of mediums and methods used include: 
photography, drawing, 
painting, sculpture (in 
wood, wire, clay and plas-
ter), ceramics, as well as 
an interactive game piece.
The works featured in 
this exhibit, “display the 
variety of both the stu-
dent’s ability and what we 
teach” said Amoss, “Sev-
eral of the pieces are class 
projects or assignments 
while some of them are 
the student initiated.”
The gallery director’s 
job is to make it look easy, 
they allow the viewer to 
walk into an environment 
and not know how it was 
put together. Amoss views 
the gallery itself as a piece 
of artwork. 
“There is no real equa-
tion to this stuff,” said 
Amoss, “you have a few 
general rules that you think about, but just like a 
composition on a piece of paper you compose the 
walls and in this case also the 3-D pieces. You look 
for focal points just like you would if you were 
making you a piece of artwork.”
“The work should really tell you [the director] 
what to do with it. I like to think that we allow the 
work to speak as loudly 
as it can, but also to hang 
together somewhat as a 
unit, which is difficult be-
cause there are so many 
different styles and media 
being represented” said 
Amoss.
Besides the experience 
and recognition of being 
in the exhibition students 
also have the opportunity 
to receive one of the many 
art scholarships that are 
given out every semester.
One piece in the exhibit 
will also be honored with 
the president’s award; this 
piece will be framed and 
hung in the president’s 
office. At the end of the 
exhibit, 2-D work may be 
purchased from the stu-
dents for the permanent 
collection at GSC. 
The Roy C. Moore art gallery is located within 
the Continuing Education building and the exhibit 
will run from April 1st through May 4th.
Thirteen student artists show their work
The student artists
Joshua McDonald of Baldwin
Kinsley Compton of Braselton
Lesther Martin of Cumming
Jamie Raper of Cumming
Blaine Watson of Cumming
Heather Bearden of Dawsonville
Mary Ledford of Flowery Branch
Marjory Clark of Gainesville
Curtis Footit of Gainesville
Brian Looper of Gainesville
Amy Fischer of Lawrenceville
Shawnna Wright of Sugar Hill
Richard Gnann IV of Winder
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